Creel Chronicles

Pyramid Lake Fisheries

Congratulations to our Creel monthly drawing winners:

October 2011z Norm Sanders

November 2011z Glenn Lemon, Sparks

December 2011z Ken Jacksonz Reno

* See details inside and learn how you can
register to win $50 in our monthly drawing!

Creel Summary

The first 3 months of the 2011-
12 fishing season has come and
gone. The Creel station on the
Pyramid Lake Highway is open
every weekend and we are
getting more anglers who stop
regularly.

For the first 3 months of creel
surveying we interviewed a
total of 2,085 anglers. Of the
total anglers interviewed, there

were 1,156 boaters and 929
shore fishermen. The average
size of the fish anglers kept was
18.9 inches long, with a total of
840 keepers measured.

The chart below (left) shows the
size range of all the throwbacks
that were reported by anglers.
That total number was 6,432
fish and a majority, 43% were in
the 17-20 inch range.

43%

An explanation for the chart on
the right is as follows: For the
month of October the average
angler caught 4.2 fish and it
took him 1.3 hours to catch
each fish. These numbers were
compiled as an average and as
you know, your catch numbers
varied.

Please remember to stop by
and report all fishing efforts at
the Creel Station which is open
every weekend.
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Fork Length (inches)
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Total fish
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— | Total hours
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Sutcliffe Boat Dock

The boat launch in Sutcliffe is
near completion. PLF has been
working with the Pyramid Lake
Paiute Tribal maintenance crew
to get the boat ramp in place
and marking obstacles in the
area for safety of boats.

There are several obstacles in
the water that need to be
marked and this is going to be

the final step before the launch
is opened.

This ramp will be able to accom-
modate smaller boats . The lack
of precipitation this season has
left the Popcorn boat dock in
very shallow water so hopefully
this ramp will accommodate
some of the boats that were not
able to use Popcorn docks.
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Nice fish! Chad Forrester
Picture courtesy PL Fishers group
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Pyramid Area closed

The east side of the lake has been
closed to the general public since
April 18, 2011 due to several inci-
dents of vandalism. Current regu-
lations according to Scott Carey,
Pyramid Lake Tribal Planner, is
that boats are to stay 1,000 feet
away from the shore and this in-
cludes the pyramid rock formation
and the access road.

Anyone caught in this area will be
issued a citation for trespassing
and may be ordered to pay a fine.
This closure does not apply to

tribal members

Current draft changes to the PL
regulations include proposal for a
special use permit for this area. So if
this change is approved everyone
may be able to enjoy this area again.

Please keep these regulations in
mind when fishing the east side of
the lake. This closure does not affect
the Dago bay area.

Included here is a map of the closed
area courtesy of Pyramid Lake Paiute
Tribe.

Upcoming Events

Some of the upcoming events for
Pyramid Lake are:

T ¢KS hQs5le&s
January 28, 2012, No infor-
mation as of yet.
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coming spawning season so if you
would like to schedule tours please
call our office at (775) 476-0500 for
information.
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Creel Station on the Pyramid High-
way to report your fishing efforts

and also register for your chance
at our monthly drawing for $50!
Your fishing reports also help our
managers and biologists plan for
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to make your fishing excursion
more enjoyable.

Pvramid La ke Elevation We get a lot of questions regarding the water
3805 levels here at Pyramid Lake. This information on
the chart is taken from the United States Geo-
3804 logical Survey (USGS). This information is col-

g lected by USGS personnel monthly.
g 3803 At the beginning of January 2011 the elevation
-rgu 3802 was 3800.6 feet and by August 1, 2011 the eleva-
E tion had reached 3804 feet. This was an increase
w 3801 of 4 feet of water. By the end of the year the
level had dropped to 3802.9. This decrease in
3800 . . . . water levels can be seen on all the shorelines.
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LCT fry being injected with a coded-wire tag.

Close up shot of Coded wire tag.

Tagging Program

PLF personnel are gearing up for
another spawning season. Last
season PLF hatcheries raised
roughly 750,000 Lahontan Cut-
throat trout (LCT) fingerlings and
released them back into the lake.

PLF has started coded-wire tag-
ging a small percentage of the
LCT fingerlings again. This will be
the second year of tagging, after
a 5 year hiatus from the coded-
wire tagging program.

The coded-wire tagging consists
of injecting a very small wire tag

in the nose of the LCT when they
are around 3 inches long. This tag
contains a code that identifies the
group the fish is associated with
and PLF personnel can determine
the age and all other pertinent
information on this particular fish.

Some of you anglers might remem-
ber PLF personnel cutting the noses
off your fish at the creel station
and you received a letter that had
the hatch date and other interest-
ing information on the fish that you
had caught. Those fish had the
coded-wire tags in the nose.

Draft Changes to Regulations

The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe is
seeking input on proposed
changes to the tribal regulations.
The tribe is seeking public com-
ment on the changes from De-
cember 19, 2011 through Febru-
ary 2, 2012 according to a press
release from Scott Carey, Pyra-
mid Lake Tribal Planner.

Please visit Pyramid Lake Paiute
¢NRXoSQa

Construction
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posed changes or call the Pyramid
Lake Tribal office at 775-574-1000
to request a copy of the proposed
changes.

Please sent your comments to
scary@plpt.nsn.us or mail them
iz QteN}YAR
Attention: Tribal Secretary, P.O.

2E HpcZ
Th[:fierg are some dramatic in-

. . uKS
creases in permit fees for camp-

Update

PLF Maintenance personnel at
our Lake Operations facility are
putting the finishing touches on
new drum filter system installed
on the north side area and pools.
The project is 90% complete
according to Albert John, PLF
Director.

Lake Operations is the last stop
for the LCT fingerlings after being
raised in one of the PLF hatcher-
ies. This facility is where the LCT
fingerling are acclimated to the
lake water, which is very differ-
ent from the fresh well water the

fry were raised in at the hatchery

The filter consists of a rotating
drum that filters out solid waste
from water exiting the north
pools at Lake Operations facility.
The south side pools are already
fitted with this filtering system.
This will ensure that water that
exits the holding facility is clean
of all debris and solids. The water
will also sit in settling ponds
before it enters back into the
lake.

These changes will raise the ca-

ing, boating and guide services so
be sure to get your comments
submitted and pass the informa-
tion on to your family and friends.
Time is running out so please get
those comments submitted.

[ I {1The comments submitted within S =

the designated time frame will be

bAE2YZ reviewed and considered by the

Tribe in their final decision on

LJINEhese proposed changes.

pacity of this facility to handle
well over half a million small fish
in any given season.

The Numana Hatchery storage
tank refinishing and stabilizing
project was also completed.
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A very small percentage of the
fish will also be tagged with an
elastomer tag. This is just a color-
ful silicone based material that is
injected under the translucent
alAy 27 i KS
sometimes only visible under a VI
light. This tagging method is just
in the experimental phase so we
will not have the results of these
adl 3a¢
All tagging of the fingerlings
should be complete within the
next several weeks.
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Pyramid Lake Fisheries

603 Sutcliffe Drive
Reno, Navada 89510

Phone: 775-476-0500
Fax: 775-476-0558
E-mail: smandell@plpt.nsn.us or nvucinich@plpt.nsn.us

Visit our website

pyramidlakefisheries.org

Pyramid Lake Fisheries was

founded in 1975. Dedicated to

the recovery of the native

Lahontan Cutthroat Trout
and the

Cui-ui in Pyramid Lake and the

lower Truckee River.

< Like us on Facebook!

By following a simple procedure each time we
leave the water, we can stop aquatic hitchhik-
ers. Knowing which waters contain nuisance
hitchhikers is not as important as doing the
procedure every time we leave any lake,
stream or coastal area.

Simple Procedure:

®  Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or
animals before transporting equipment.

e  Eliminate water from equipment before
transporting.

e  Clean and dry anything that came in con-
tact with water (Boats, trailers, equipment,
clothing, etc.)

e Always empty and dry out live-fish wells
after taking fish out.

o Never release plants, fish, or animals into
a body of water unless they came from
that body of water.

Be informed and take action. We all need to

work together to protect our environment. Why
is this important? Because these hitchhikers
can:

e  Reduce game fish populations.

®  Ruin boat engines and jam steering equip-
ment.

®  Make lakes and rivers unusable by boat-
ers and swimmers.

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!

e Reduce native species and degrade eco-
systems.

e Effect local economies of water-dependant
communities.

Some common hitchhikers are Zebra Mussels,
New Zealand Mudsnails, Hydrilla, Whirling
Disease, Spiny Water Fleas, Round Gobies,
and various aquatic plants.

Please take a moment and look at the ANS prevention.

Task Force, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the U.S. Coast Guard websites for more infor-
mation.

Lets keep Pyramid Lake free of any of these
hitchhikers. We have not found any of these
threats in our waters but we are monitoring and
hope that you will follow these simple steps of

Thank you and have a great fishing season.



